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IKES ACTION

TO SPED IN ITS

WORK ON FOOD

He Calls Senate and House
Leaders to Important Confer-

ence in the White House.

NO DEFINITE PLAN YET.

FricUon on Every Side and Re-

organization of Legislation
to Smooth It Away.

By Samuel M. WHUam.
(AmcUI BUtf CorTroo'lut et The Liculoj

WorlJ )

WABHINGTON. May 15. Realizing

at last tho crisis confronting both Gov-

ernment and country, the President

hu called a conference ol ugrlcultur.il
officials, experts and of Con-

gress for at tlio White Uouso
to devlso norne consolidated plan of i

tromediato action. j

There Is much confusion, conflict

and rivalry in tho food control situ-

ation.
Herbert Hoover, the Belgian Relief

food man who has come to Wash-

ington with comprehensive Ideas of
handling tho situation, ;s not In

Agreement with Secretary Houston
nnd agricultural department oIIIcIuIh.
Hoover wants to havo a dictator-
ship with himself us dictator entirely
Independent of the Agricultural De-

partment Administration. Naturally
this does not meet with .Secretary
Houston'n ldeus and thuro is a dead-
lock. Hoover has populur bucking.
Houston has ulllelul support.

Meanwhile the number of food bills
Introduced In Congress, tho stacks of
suggestions and tho torrents of pro-tea- ts

pouring in from tho country
have created n. condition of chaos out
of which there has not como yet a
single spccltlo to stop or
relievo tho public.

It Is with a view of
theso scattered programmes for re-

lict and mobilizing tho relievers that
the President h.m summoned Senate
rind Houso Committees on Agricul-

ture, otllolals of the depurtment and
some others to tho Whlto House

for
Congress Is confused over this food

situation. It Is tillable to find Just
what tho executive brunch of the
Government wants. Pending u reor-
ganization of tho progrumnio and
word from tho I'rcsldont what lino
is to bo followod, consideration of the
food problem und high prlco bills
are held up,

Klmllar confusion of programme
exists In regard to munitions mute-rial- s

and supplies f. . at my, navy und
ship buildings.

One of tho foremost members of the
Council of Defense. Advisory Commis
sion said "Two things have
got to bo done, und dona quickly, if
effoctlvo results aro to bo .iccom
pllshed in this crisis. Tlier must be
centralisation to the oMiomo of dic-

tatorship In tho control of f iixi ,uul
in Mm p'trcliato. of materials. Our
troubles to-i- i lit-- due to coiiiii-in- n

ti .; ins .1111 iiiHij'iit or I, hi
author. i 'o : 1 iij. rtifi,- ini,'.-i.- '

Thu t, mpi r of but, i i xbi'iitivo do- -

partmeiils und Congress is so duter
mined lti.it rigid regulation und
heavy punishment Is suro to fall uton
manipulators of prices In thu drastic
legislation that will bu uiupted.
WILL SUPERVISE EXCHANGES

ALL OVER THE COUNTRY.
Whllu radical members of Congress

nuuld HKo to mm: u cloun mvi ep mude.
of all kinds ol evcluiiKi a that dual in
tuturi-- i ;inj if sipo. iilutors uho liny
und sell wh.il th-.- do not ui'U.ill

(Continued on ticcond Page,

ARM NAVY

AND

Largest Appropriation Bill oft
lis Kind Reported by Sen- -

ate Committee.

WASHINGTON. May 15. All ap-

propriations records of Congress were
broken to-d- when tho. Senate Ap-

propriations Committed reported t' s

war, Army and Navy Dollclency Hill,
can-;- . Ins a total of $3,3S0,(M,0(X, In-

cluding $100,00i),000 for construction
and purnhnsb of un American mer-
chant mui'Inc,
v.Tho comrtiittco added $3ii3.S92,000 to
the House bill. Among the Somite
Incronses were $500,000 for th Council
ot National Defense: Jl.ooo.OOO for

and Interned Germans:
for anuy machine guns and

mj.'jw.uoo for heavy army ordnance.
t'or tho new American fleet thev di.

rectcd 1mmdlnto appropriation of
IOO,000,OuO. and authorized JS5O.000.-00- 0

more fur use later as an "emer-
gency shipping fund."

The 1)111 olttliorlzes the 'nirnrnmnnl
to commandeer shipyards, factories
or the product of such factories nnd
to take over cxlMlng shipbuilding

of private Individuals or
foreign governments. Construction
facilities taken over nro to bo puld
for lit a reasonable nrlee. ItefiiK.il f
persons to deliver requisitioned fac
tories or establishments would bo
penalized.

Another section to carrv out tho
shipbuilding programme, provides for
compulsory contracts at a retir-oiiuhl-

price.
Other provisions were:
For army cunHorlptlon. JI.008.000:

army subsistence army
transportation, ftil.MO.OOO; Panama
Canal fortifications. Il.TStS.OOo; schools
for nnvul rorrults. $2,500,000: naval
ordmincu stores, fli.nuo.uOO; navy

ordnance, Mi,M)0,n0u; Hamptnn
iiiiiiun iiiiviu ihim, .i,eue,oeo; navul
hospital construction, .SOU.OOO;

and repair of naval vessels.!
H.000.O(X; Kustom Marino Corps
posts, j:,r,oo,ooo.

Heductlons of J7D.o00.000 were mndo
In. Oin llnll.d Kill..,, mnall ..- - i.iiiiordnance nnd fortlflcatlops, and 20..,uA AAA nH n . . . . . t ......
iAA,w, i"i iii'iiiuiiuiiii o tn smoKcicss
powder for the navy.

THREE BIG LINERS SUNK?

Mnrltlmr- - Kxrhunur Has llniiinr
TliHt (iliint Ciniiritrr la Amnnir

Thrill.
Rumors were current on tho Maritime

r.xchange y tlist thre gront trans-atliintl- e

llner., en a Ounarder, one
foimorly engaged In tho trndn
suet one prnpeity of the Inter- -
nutloniil .Merriintlli (nrlni, were tor-
pedoed llV li.'t'llH.l reeeiilly
off the Irlli roast. The Cuntinl.T mm.
tloned In the iiiii'iir U one of lh- largmt
temhitM. ever built.

No Inrorniutlnn iibuut the slilpK In
iiucalion eoillii b. obtHlned tit tin- -

of the lines. ItepnrtH of the lok.i
of the big ("unurjer have been cropping
out at Intervals for more thun two
weeks.

t ourt of iirnl llulra Ornl llrltlne
a Crlmr,

AlUAN'V. May 15- .- Judgment g

Jonepli Turlora and Morrld
Huffman of Nuw Y"rk nl vmluiiiig
he Im iiiuiiiblMnj; huiikr.m'iliit u.;!,.
nit writing 'in Ww v . i ,, tn i...
Jife MlutUlll' ll I'l-d- I)'. Ilie-.i- l .,(

HlieitU " ' i IIV . . s,t. in.
. I I v'l , llldi Ini en I llJ ll

luv'i i. ml tlx; i'muii oi
Appeals lining Im u pietvdeiii which
will eurUI! public bettiug.

fL BILL TO BE

SPOKE: 'WAR COUNCIL 10TO END
TUr AM rnp NEAR;

NEXT SEPTEMBER1 IMUI1 ,nt m MJ CONFER WITH DUMA

nnnonci ni mmtccdq,
Remarkable Prophecy Report-

ed by G. V. McNeir at
Bank Directors' Meeting,

i

At a meeting of tho Board ot Di-

rectors of tho Dank of the Metropolis,
George V. McNeir, tho Vlco President,
who holds a similar ofllco in tho W.
and J. Slouno Company, related a !

rcmarkuMo ftory of a
girl, dumb since birth, jvho spoke on
her death bed and predrBed the war's i

end In Septombur of this year, I

Mr. McNeir rald tho girl was born
to wealthy parents, living Just out-- '

side- - New York City. She was ex-

ceedingly bright ns an Infant, but
she wus totally dumb, not bclhg able
even to moan, us is the case of most
persons iwreft of voice.

At the ugo of tlvo years the child
developed u physical wakness und
becume an Invulld, but partly

health later. 8ho studied
continually and showed considerable
mental powers.

When tho war began In 19H her in-

terest in It was so keen she devoured
all reading mutter on tho subject thai
came within her reach. Sho had n
much lietter grasp upon Its Intricacies
than the norugn well read grown up.
She spent hours writing her Impres-
sions of tho great conlllct, but was
never ablo to utter a syllable, though
at times her emotion over whut sho
had written brought on nervous s.

Thrio weeks ugo the girl foil seri-
ously 111 und was put to bed. At tho
end of tho tlrst week of I'cr illness
sho rallied and" the doctors said she
would recover. One day iur mother
walked Into tho sickroom bearing n,

vase of Ilowors. She stubbed her foot
against an nbstnrlo and vneo and
Ilowms fell to the Moor. K ir the 'first
time In her life the child spoko,
saying:

"Why, mother, you havo broken
tho vaso and spilled tljo tlowers!"

The mother's nstonlshment was in-

describable. Tho child was smiting
and looking at tho tragody of the
vasn and Its contents. The mother
asked her if shi had sp'iken, but
tbcro was no answor.

PhyiilelutiH anil specialists were
sent for. Ttioy advised tho mother to
repeat tho brouklng of tho vaso, hop-
ing it might produco tho phenomena.
The mother followod InstruetlonH, but
the child did not repout her speech.
Tho doctors thoiiH"Iil their prosonco
might havo uffected her.

Two days later tho girl cullod her
mother into tho sick room. The
startled woman found tho child sit-
ting up.

"Mother," ihe aid, "I am going
to die within few hours. I am
thankful this dreadful war will
end in September, 1917."

She adjusted lu i pillow and smil-
ingly laid her head upon it. Two
hours later she was dead Irom causes
not associated with her dumbness.

Whon an Evening World reporter
called upon Mr. McNeir to-d- at his
otllee In the W. A J. Hloiine Com-
pany, I'lfUi Avenue unit "orty. sev-
enth Stiwt, lp continued tho narra-
tive as related above and added that
he had told It to hi- - I' lluw
in the bank '" l 1

GOLD .S'f;V( ." Ui ftC,
n'KA Tiiiiii mini:a u sa ys;
SUMMER TIME IS HERE.

WASIIIMITCIN, May li. -- Thu
cold spring Is over. The Weather
Hiire.ni iniiouneed that tho
uppi aiaiu i'f "the HuniiiH r typo of
pressure iIIm rlbiitioii" Indleated
y, ui i.i' i w ' at in l

Tin re n.i .i ui.,' ill' r,f i ru.
a, li ! in i ..." . .I'll i , ra,
III h I M' hii in .ii ' 'i coin' It d'.

cluri.l.

nUUOLVLU 0 YULUmLLIU),

Leaves This Clause Optional
for Approval or Veto By

President Wilson.

WASHINGTON. Muy
nnd Houso conferees on tho Army
bill y agreed to report tlio meas-

ure with provision authorizing the
President to ralss tho volunteer divi-
sion Col, Iloosevelt dcslrci to Icud to
France.

No othor changes In tho bill were
mado by tho conferees.

They without change tho
Houso provision for tho Hoosovell
Volunteers, As tho Senate by a. large
vote previously approved tho volun
teer Airco, Its llnul adoption by both
Houses of Conirrcss Is retmnlwl u.i
certain unless something unexpectedly'
develops In tho Heuute, The full force'
ot tho Administration In against It. (i

Whether Col. Iloosevelt nnd a vol- - i

unteer force go abroad or not remalnn
for the President to decide, us the pro-

vision agreed to by thu couftrees
makes It optional und not mundutoryl
upon him.

Tho eonerccs decided not to reop-- n

other qtic'Stlons. The conscription age
remains 'from twenty-on- u to thirty
years Inclusive.

Uefore tlio week ends the conferees
hopo to have tho bill finally adopted
by both Houses and sent to the
President.

GEN, BRUSSILOFF, RUSSIA'S

GREAT FIGHTER, RESIGNS

Was Commander Who Drove the

Austrian Out of Galicia Gen.
Gurko Also Quits.

PHTIlOGItAI), May 15 (via Lon-
don). It beenmo known here y

that Just before tho resignation of
tho Provisional Minister of War, 5en.
Guchkoff, was announced yesUrday
Gen, Alexis llrusslloff, Commander in
Chief of tho llusslun armies on the
southwestern front, and tSeu. Gurlio,
tho Commander of tho Russian wcsi
orn front, asked to be relieved u'
their commands. The resignations nt

those two army officers will be con-

sidered after tho successor of tb n

Guchkoff has been appointed.
llrusslloff has been generally re-

garded iih tho most able of all the
Kim.il.-i- n minerals. I In was lu com-
mand of KusM.i's most successful

that by which the Austrian
wern driven out of I'rzomysl nnd
GiilloiiL, He lias been 1n command "f
Hussla's southeastern army since lam
Juno. -

HOLLWEG REFUSES

TO TALK OF PEACE

(ierman Chancellor Says It Would
Not Serve Interests of

Country.
MERLIN (via London), May t, --

I'h.incellor on Ili'thniHiin-Hul- l . j
answ ted th peace Interpellalint In
the Iteli'listag by xnvin-,- - tint
It would nut ric the Interest" .if
the country to makn a declaration,
and Uietefore ho dei'llned to do ao.

The Chancellor saal tluit In
war amm the only guiding

lire for htm was early and Miitisfne-to- o

conclusion of the war.

Moth Mm Conservative and tlio
Socialists piesented lliterpellMtloiiH in
regup lo Germany's war alms, and
until recently th'' i 'hiineellor was ex- -

I'hIv.I t inalii a definite, Uerlara'lo.'i.
Tle Sin IuIIsih 'm'e Iieen 'unvliv "ii
u deter. nili' d aeiv. lueiil In hnpe
it bring og p'tifi. ileal i, i' i

d')i'la.raiins ugaimii a ai i.'i leiniiliy
und of territory us thvu

tpriuclpal proposAls.

T. ll.'SSON, THE MAJOR,
iV HIS TOGS OF WAR
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' MAJ THtO ROoarvRLT ''

NEW HOI RULE

BILL FOR IHE IRISH

READY 10 MORROW

Cjovernment Measure
That Will Be Made Public

in House on Monday.

LONDON, May Lloyd
George will transmit terms of a set-- t

lenient of the Irish tpieatlon devised
by the Government to Irish leaders

Chancellor of the Exchequer Honar
mw MMnlu this aniiounmiui'iit lu the

lloiMio of Poinmona to-d-

The Government's prnKnl were
not rtlsi'loHid. Tin Premier will out-lin- e

thim in il' inll tti the llmne of
Coni'iiri.i-- i on .Miinda.

Irlth iiKiiibei's uf the llmue pro-i- i

il', I n uglily at Hum del ly in mak-
ing public the edict euneeHSloilM.

Thus) ill tomtit wltli the Htiiaiioii
y said It was by no nu an cer-

tain Hiu proposala would bu acept-abl- e

to tho Irish nutloiiallxls. Mul
they looked to an Iroilng mil if the
illllli ultli'd by further LoneeNii'ini on
luih mdes win n thu Goveriiin. n''s
jiIiuih havo liuiii liuide PUblle.

In ii pK to protestN of Irish mem-
bers Mr IUW decllireil that tlleie All.'
no I tick lliltliiled by Mending ihe
.,.ift .f the 1)1" tu 'S- i- leuiler.. of
Ih" lilMi ("n t lo inorimv und .ii
Hiiait.4 1' in the lloiMe on MoieJ.iv

' - 'I to lu'lieved It would tie udi
for tin III a lo l,e iiiaiiiar

uh Its provUloiu when it tuiuo Up
fur dulaW.

Provisional Issues
Proclamation That It Will

Stick to Its Task.

PirrnOGHAD, May 15,Tho Work-
men's and Koldlers' E.tectttlvo Com-mltto- o

y formed a commission to
ncgotlato with tho Provisional Gov-

ernment on tho qucstlou ot a coali-

tion of forces.
The negotiations, It was announced,

would bo over such "fundamental
principles" its Hussla's foreign policy,
peace us soon as possible nnd without
anncxutlon or Indomnlty. tho rights
of all nations to work out their own

destinies, and decisive measures to

domocratlio tho army os well as to
relnforco ltussla's mllltury strength

ut tho front.
Tho commlttw reconsidered Its ac-

tion ot last when, by a voto ot
23 to 22, coalition In government with
tho Duma members was rejected.

What la left of tho provisional min-

istry met y at tho homo of
Prlnco Lvoff tho Premier, to discus
a f m or coalition which will savo
Russia from dlslutc:.intlon, Prcvl-ousl- y

Foreign Minister Mlllukoff had
I n lU'sputci-.c-d to the battlefront t
mec' the soldiers n i plead wllh them
to show a ut.ltod front to tho onomy
n-- .il to stand firm for responsible,
united governmental administration
at home,

Tho Workmen'H and Soldiers' Coun-

cil y Issued another appeal to
Pio a' ' t" f'gh' vigorously ngnlnst
the enemy, ' irlng Germany nnd
I.or Imperialistic autocracy Is seehlng
to destroy freo Russia and tedilco hnr
pt pis Into slavery. Tl-.- appeal
warned against fraternlilng with en-- I

' oldlers,
Tho Provisional Government has

Issued a proclamation regarding tho
resignation of Minister ot War
Guchkoff, in which It says:

"M. Guchkoff thought it feasible
personally to leavi tho Provisional
Government and divest himself of
responsibility for tho destinies of
Russia, Tho Provisional Government,
which U fully awaro of the danger ut
present facing Russia, ufler the trou-hie- s

tho country has gone through,
considers that It has no right to shift
the burden of power, und Is remain-
ing at Its post.

"The Provisional Government
It confident that the
tlon by new representative of
democracy in the responsible task
of government will

that unity and fulfillment of
power In whloh the country will
find its salvation,"
The speech of Minister of War

Juronhky to tho Congress of Depu-

ties from troops at the front. In whluh
ho pleaded for unity and declared that
all hhould "work for pence by the
open road to victory," Is expeutml to
havo a marked effect.

In tint courso of his speech the
Minister said:

"I came to you because my strength
is at nn end. I no longer fool my
former ooiinigo nor ha my former
nun Ictlon that un ,ue eonaclent lolls
citizens, not sluies In revolt. I am
i.orry 1 did not die two months ago
wh' n tho d run ni of K new iifn was
grow Iih: in tho hi arts of thu Rus-

sian people, when I wis auro the
country could govern Itself without
tho whip.

"As affair ate going nn now It will
bo Impossible, to suv 'i thu nountry.'
perhaps tho time Is noar whon we
will havo to tell you that wo can no
longer give you tho a mount of brum!
you expect or other supplies on which
you have a right tu .'ount. Tae proc-.f- i

u thu (liangi- tiuiL Muveiy to
ticeilom Is not gum . piopii,'. We
have U.s.ou fieodoii ui.d ,u slightly

(Continued ou gecoud Pago.)
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WEATHER Fair Tcnlghti Fair, Warmer Tcmorrwrnf
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VON HINDENBURG FAILS IN GREAT DRIVES;
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AND FRENCH FIRMLY HOLD

M! REPORTED,

T'e
Government

LINES
GERMANS LAUNCH ATTACKS

ON THE BRITISH AND FRENCH

WITH REINFORCED ARMIES

Successive Waves at Bullecourt and
North of the Aisne Met With
Machine-Gu- n Fire Insignificant
Bits of Ground Won.

NEW ATTACK
CHECKED

LONDON, May 1 5. Germany launched a concerted counter-attac- k

on both Ihe French and British fronts to-d- of such force as to

suggest almost a general ccfynter-ofTenslv- e movement. The attacks were

repelled for the most part, but both the British and the French forces

were compelled lo relinquish Insignificant bits of ground. '
HIndcnburgs army has been strongly reinforced, but no mendori

is made In the official despatches of the participation In the attacks of

the 600,000 German troops reported to have been brought from Russia

tc the western front. There were rumors from other sources that these

troops had already begun to take part in the great struggle.

PETAIN AT HEAD

OF ALL FIGHTING

FORCES OF FRANCE

General Foch, One of Heroes
of Marne, Appointed Chief

of Staff.

PARIS, May 15. Oen. Pctaln was
to-d- named Genernllsnlmo of the
French armies, with supremo com-

mand ot the forces In tho field.
ten. Foch, one of tho heroes of the

Mnrno, who commanded tho French
centra at that momorablo battto, was
namsd to succeed Retain as Chief ot
Htuff.

Gen. Nlvollc, who has been In com-
mand of the French Held forces, will
havo command of ccrtuln army
groups,

Thu sweeping changes In tho com-

mands of the French lighting forces
were decided upon at n session of tho
Council ot Mlnlstors.

Oen. Potnln, who was a retired col-

onel nt the outbreak of tho war, Is
thu man to whom many Frenchmen
have been looking for tho Initiative
which would win a decisive success
on the French front. To him more
than lo any other commander now In
uoUvii service with tho French tho
legend ot success attaches. He

a pupulir hero and tho Idol of
the wrtdlers for his defense of Ver-

dun, and prob.il'ly would huvo been In
supremo ciiiiiiiiiind on tho French
front some time ago had he obtained
the degree of power lie wished.

After his grant success at Verdun
lien, pi.'i.tlii was placml in coin run ml
of a group of armies, and lain last
month he waa named nu Chlof of
Htulf.

Gen. Nlvnllw was suboiilirato tu j

Gen. Petaln until, at the i.iitur's sug-
gestion, he win made Comitritider-lu-Chie- f

at Marshal J off ro' tilromwit. '

Hen. r-;- i, w.',.. made u brilliant rec-

ord tur!y lu Hm war, u- - detached
tro i. uf.ii' "Ki. ' li.it month

VKNIIS PKM'IIJl.
wotk nu t'cui U cnuast as, X4t.

NEAR LOOS
BY HAIG'S MEN

7 TTIatM f naaatirtl ITnlrr'a fnAt0 Aj
tallrd a tremendous Qorxnan bom
burdment of the positions his troops
havo gained on the lllndenhurg Una

and particularly at Ilullccourt, fol-

lowod by atUurktng waves. There waa
heavy fighting. In tho northern part
of tho village tha Ilrltlih commander
In chief frankly stated llrltish ad-

vanced posts had beon "forced back
a short distance."

Tho French otllclal report showed
a violent bombardmont of Oen,

recently gained positions on
the Chnmln des Dames (Ladies' High-
way) and a powerful German attack
over a wide front near I.a riouvelle.
The assault was repulsed by ma-
chine gun lire except in ono spot
where a small advanco trench was
oitupled.

ITho German War Office y

claimed that troops ot the Our-ma- n

Crown Prlnco had captured
tho farm of Hto. Rcrthe, east ot
Fort do Malmalson, on tho Also
front.
Tho text ot Field Marshal Halg'a

report to tho War Olllco follows:
"Smull engagements between

outposts, in which our troops woro
successful, took plaro during the
night southeast ot Kpohy. Kurly
this morning tha enrany heavily
bombarded our positions In llulle-cou- rt

and thu lllndenhurg lino
and again delivered two deter-
mined counter attacks. Ills at-

tempt upon tho lllndenhurg lino
completely failed. 4u Ilulleoourt
his attack was aim repulsed af-

ter fighting lu which our ad-

vanced posts In the northwstern
IKisltlon of the village were forced i

buck a short distance.
"Another hostile eountor attack

southeast of Iuh was tppol by,",'
nur urttllory. We umdu u siiccta- - L

rut raid lust night lu thu naljrU.
leirhood of Ypree uud cupturvd a
tew prisouers

i:r building i:i tho village of
Hot un is held to-d- by Kritish
troops In thu fuce. of desperutu Car-
man counter-attack- s, whluh, though
suffering frightful losses, havo fulld
to shako tho bulldog grip of tho
Aiistrullans, Kugllsh uud .Scottish
troops un this charnsl house.

The soldiers who night before hut
dug tlieiusulves in on the wuntoru
oiitsklits ot thu vlllQgu, on tho north

rn ihink of the Kearpe, yMatdnlav.
rough: tueir May ouslward into tnfi;:agu ..ilia imih. uut on the otnt
sidM, digiriug ih:uselus lu :here tfu
day and holding their gains.

Their tight through the villas

7


